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pardon under the proclamation.1 Dean Warburton wrote that
a very favourable change had appeared, which he ascribed partly
to the disappointment of hopes from the French, partly to the
proclamation of military law, and perhaps still more to the
revival of the Orangemen, c who,' he said, c are now beginning
to appear in vast numbers.' CI should earnestly advise,' he
continued,c the return of every gentleman to his home and to his
estate, to cherish as well as to regulate the rising spirit of
loyalty,' and he believed that by such a course the very name of
United Irishmen might be extinguished. ' Unless the French
appear,' he said, ' I am convinced we shall not only be safe, but
triumphant,' and he mentions that in a single day 1,474 of his
parishioners came to take the oath of allegiance, and about 400
stand of arms were surrendered.2

The military powers which were entrusted to the Com-
mander-in-Chief were at this time very terrible, and it was
felt by the Government that they ought to be placed in
stronger and more sKLful hands than those of Lord Car-
hampton and Lake. An offer of the command in Ireland was
accordingly made, in the May of 1797, to Lord Cornwallis,
and Lord Camden very warmly supported it. Camden, indeed,
desired to resign into the hands of Cornwallis the Viceroyalty
itself, believing that, in the very critical condition of Ireland,
all power should, as much as possible, be concentrated in
the hands of a competent soldier. If, however, Cornwallis
refused to accept the Viceroyalty, Camden implored him to
accept the military command, and promised to relinquish into
his hands all the military control and power which the Lord
Lieutenant possessed.3 It was extremely unfortunate for Ire-
land that this negotiation failed. Cornwallis differed radically
from the political conduct pursued there, and he believed that
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